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MY HERITAGE
By Julia Dragseth
January 24, 1920

Both father and mother were immigrahts to this country
from Norway. Their parents lived and were raised in Norway.
Mother's folks were all farmers--their interests were
centered mainly in what pertained to the country They
were all hard working people; the/i%}%hat part of the
country did not yield much return for the great amount of
labor they were forced to ezert. They had little time‘for
recreation and for the'development of the finerzelements
and traits of their make—ﬁp for self development and
social development' Tbere was always a struggle for exist-
ence. "Mother was born and raised in Sundal, Norway, a part
od Norway very hilly and rocky. The chief occupation was
farming and dairying. Mother was often a 'seterjente".

She likes the country and living in town has never appealed
to her,

On mother's side there .are no family diseases or
abnormalities except that all her felatives amd ancestors,
with a few exceptions have been early gfey haired and are
prone to be nervous, Their stature is inclined to be rather
small and slight, and: their compleiion is faif. Their
lenéth of 1life ranges between sixty and eighty years.

Because work has always had'pre—eminenée over everytbing
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‘lse in the lives of mother's relatives, their spécial
mental and moral traits were ﬁof giVen'e chanoe to{
develop. They all had - average lntelllgence and were k-
rather. favorable “toward all movements that were for—
warded for the betferment”of'their”condition; as,
‘school and church, ‘Living out in the bleak=end barren
mountalns, there were few great- movemenfe which stirred
the people. A

Mother S father, Joe Storlokken, lived on the
Svisdal wgaard", He was a farmer by ‘profession. In
winter, when there ‘was llttle farm ‘work to do, he would
travel from farm to farm and sew. He was a man who took
a great deal of 1nterest in his home. The children
thought it great fun when he came “home w1nter nights,
after hav1ng been away several days. Then he would
play with them though he were a chlld Altho.he was
always 81ck1y, he was very good natured and he was
seldon angry. He was fairly brilliant, and liked very
much to read and 31ng, but for thls he had very little
time. In church affalrs he had average interest. Hie
rellglous llfe was one malnly of emotion and not of activity.

. He loved the country and outdoor sports. He was a herder



?untll he was flfteen jears old and then he became 8 i -

tailor and farmer.e Grandfather was - qulck and ambltlous,‘

was‘wellvliked by his a35001ates:and was a very 5001ab1e

-person. He married when he was twenty-nine years of age,

a women who had been reared on a nelghbor farm and then
settled on what had been-hls father's farm. He died of

lung fever at the age of eixty—three.- Grandfather had

- one brother, Ole Olsen -(Svisdal), who was also a farmer.

In disposition he was‘#ery much like grandfather; very
good natured--nothiné but goodness. Hisfhealth was very
good in contrast to grandfather s, Like grandfather he

was early grey, qulok ambltlous,_thrlft well liked and

. gociable. He had average religious interests and average

e

intelligence. At the'age of about forty or fifty years:
he marrled a women who did not prove to be a £it companlon
for hlm. Her disp081tion was mean and wicked, She saddened
and darkened her husband's llfe. They had one child--a
girl. ‘He died at the age of nearly- eighty.

Grandfather, had three half sisters, wholllved rlght in
his cqmmunlty.. Thelr mother, who was grandfather's step-

mother, also:lived there,among tbem. Mother ‘can recall

r‘grandfather's step—mother, but she does not rememher his

-
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mother,
Grandfather's oldest half-sister married a man by the
name of Forseth. He liked ‘on the Forseth gaard in Norway,

but was a schoolteacher by profession. Mother and all my

. aunts and uncles have’attended school with their uncle

Forseth as instructor. In disposition Mrs Forseth was

very good natured , and like grandfather, was grey at an

early age. - She was quick,’ thrifty , well liked and sociable.

¥

She had average religious interests and average intell-
igence. She llked very much to read Her health was

fairly good. At the age of 51xty—s1x she died from cancer.

~ of the stomach. Five, children were born to her, all of

whom are rather brilliant. .There are four girls and one
boy. Three of %heEgirlskmarried.farmers-Jﬁheir names are:
Mrs Hol who 1ives'on.the’"gaard"; Opdal, Mrs Jenstad and
Mrs Tingvold. The other girl‘married a sheriff by the
name of Hol. He is a brother of the Hol married to her
sister. Thée boy lives on the Sviédal'place. 'He is well
educated and very strong intellecfually.

Grandfather S second half sister marrled a man by the

name of Sneva, They 1ive.on the Sneva place, a 1arge farm

. in Norway; ‘She was very much like grandfather--good natured

thrift, quick, well=liked and 8001able. She was 1nfluent1al
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and could make people agree w1th her and come to her
p01nt of view, lee grandfather, she was grey at an early
-age., Her health was good untll the 1ast few years before
her death. _She died from‘consampt;on at tte age of
seventy., The consumptiop'was inherited‘from her mother
so does not run in grandfather's aneestory. The Sneva's
had six children——threefgirls and three boys. One girl
married in Norway, but she is now a widow, Her name is
Mrs, Faaiestad. The - other two girls, Randi and Marit, are
in this country. They are not married. The boys are Ole;
Even and Engebret | Ole is marriedvand lives in Montana,

Grandfather's third half sister married a ﬁan by the‘
name of Hagen., He was a very well-to-do farmer. In _
_dlSpOSltlon and interest she was very much, llke her 51sters.
They had eight chlldren, four girls and four boys--Halvor,
Elie, Randl, Ollen, Engebret Ole, Iven, Marie. They all
live in Norway. Halvor lives on the home "gaard“ and Elie
lives on the "gaard" Nesaa. The -children are average in
1nte111gence and all are well educated--some are college
graduates, = | ‘

Grandfather s father, my g&eat grandfather, llved on

.the Sv1sdal "gaard“'. Mother never saw him for he was killed

B



by belng run over by a sand 1oad when grandfather was
just a chlld.~ In appearance he was short and fleshy
and hunchback,

My great-grandfather had one brother, SVlSdal
who lived on "Skaalvold". He had elght children, four
glrls and four boys. They are now all dead from con-
sumptlon which was contracted from thelr mother. One
of the boys married in Norway, but he 1ater come to |
this country (Alaska) after the chlldren were grown;
Two or three of hls cblldren have come to this country--
Marie Olsen who for.a short tlme made her home with Mr.~
and Mrs. Ide in Crookston. Marie Olsen had two brothers ,
Knute and Nels, aﬂdfone sister Elie. Two of gréat grand-
father's brother's children --daughters were the wifes
of Mr. Ide, who for some time lived on a farm near Eldred,
Mlnnesota. Mrs Ide would be Marie Olsen's aunt. Mr, Ide's_
secon& wife was small and hunchbacked.. I can recall seelng
her.. She was sick all the time I remember her, One of Mrs
Ide's brothers was an idiot, the weakness being inherited
from the mother. Nothlng is known of the rest of the
children, (mrs Ide's brother' s). After the death of his
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last wife Mr. Ide moved to Harris, Mlnnesota. One chlld
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Helen, was born to Mr. Ide and his first wife. She

is now marrled and has one Chlld ' Thréevchildren, John,
George and Clifford were born to Mr. Idé and his.second
wife.  They are all 11Vlng on the father‘s farm near
‘Harris. John is about twenty-one years. old the other
two are younger., They are very.qulck and energétic and
have average abilities.

My grandfather's moither, .my»gfeat grandmother or
mother's father's mother came from. Lesga. Nothing is
known about her except that she was very good natured.
Nothing is known about her parents. '

Mother's mother, my great grandmother,.was dark,
short and medium fleshy. She ‘was qulck energetlc and
sharp tempered. Her 1nterest in religion was more
than average and her intelligence was greater than
average., wohe was rather forward and she 11ked the society
of others., Grandmother was grandfather's second wife.
Her mother had died when she was very young , she was
therefore adogted Dby Skaalvolds. . Nothing is known about
her mother and father.éxcept that her father was a miner

from Lesja.
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Grandmother had two. 51sters, Marie and Carrie.

' Both of them llved near grandmother‘s home. Mother knew
them well Marle marrled Mr. Hofsaas and 11V€d on a ngaard"
‘ called Sletta. She was very good natured. She had no

| chlldren and lived to he very old. ; '

. Her s1ster Carrle Gaora never married ﬁShe wae em-
ployed at varlous homes 'in that nelghborhood fIn contrast
to her srster she was very sharp. She also lived to be
very old. " : | |

With his flrst wife grandfather had two children,
Thor and ole,_who now. live in thls country. Ole lives
at Gary Mlnnesota and Thor in Reseau County. Ole has
nlne children, --Marle,'John, Clara, Carl, Ollna, Samuel,
lnga, Alice (Ella), Clarence. Marle 1s marrled to a
man by the name of Strommen. They formerly llved at
'Ada, Minnesota. They have three children., Clara was
also marrled but she is now dead She dled at the birth
~of her flrst Chlld. The chlld is 1living with her parents.
John died from wounds recelved in the recent war in
France‘ The'rest-qf the . chlldren are 11v1ng at home-on
the farm. - The three youngest are’ not yet conflrmed The

childrena jinterest seems to be centered in the country.



v .- They have average intellegence tho none of them are.

educated beyond the common scbools. ‘As a whole they
are very jolly and sociable and are well liked by all
who know them. .

In. appearance, Mother's half brotber Ole, is very
much like her brother Ole, He is very jolly and easy
to get along with, and very sociable, HlS’lnterests do
’not extend‘beyond his ﬁarm work;

" Very little is known of Thor. He 'is also married
and has;eight or~nine children.' A1l the children are B
grown up. o

_ Mother bas seven brotbers and four sisters. Five
brothers .and one 91ster have come to this country--
1Jorgen, Ole, Inga, Clarence, Anton, Martln. Mother
came first when she was twenty -five years old to the
home of Mr. Ide._ Her brothers and sister followed in
quick: succession, o

Uncle Jorgen Locken came: to Crookston two yearsi
1ater than Mother. He immediately secured work as. a
tailor at Mossefln s, at which place he has been employed
~ever 51nce. Uncle Jorgen shortly after he came to. this
"country was marrled to Rikka Furu, a glrl whose acqualnt-
 ance he had made in Norway. ‘It was her father who had
taught Uncle Jorgen tallorlng.' Uncle Jorgen is a man

e ted~llimanne fhe a8 alwavs greatlv 1ntere$ted



#1(1o)

‘in politics, but his interest is largely, "intelxlectual and

not active., His 1nterest in church’ affalrs 1s rather

slight altho he has great knowledge of rellglon.‘ He is

deeply interested in school work and is eager that his

children shall have a good educatlon. In flnan01al

affalrs he-has been very suocessful In dispositidn he
is good natured He 1s very reserve and not subaect to e
much eonversatlon except in argument Altho he is mot
jolly he engoys seelng others have a good time., He has
three chlldren llVlng-—Julla, Milton and Emma. TheA

children so far have shown average 1ntelllgence. Julia

perhaps is dec1dely above the medlum in her school work

She is now a senlor in Crookson ngh School

Aunt Inga came to live w1th Mother when she came from
Norway She marrled Mr. Palm shortly after she came and
made her home in’ Eldred for a number of years. If any
person has a rlght to he called good natured she certalnly
had.' Wherever she llved she had a host of friends. She
made friends very ea51ly.' Altho her time was always
fllled with hard work she was never the less cheerful
and would always have time fto chat w1th whomever she met

She had strong Chrlstlan conv1ctlons. Aunt Inga dled in

July 1917 following an operatlon " Mr. Palm is now llVlng



at Winger, Miﬁnespta. There ére'seven childréﬁ——Sena,..
Victor, Hjalmer, Idolph, Alma, Lydia and William. The
children are not gfown'yet, but so far they have
displayed average télents. They are all active and
“lively.

Uncle Ole Locken ia alse a tailor and is now living
at Grafton North Dakbta._ He married Caroline Furu,'a
sister of Uncle Jorgen's wife, Mother says that Uncle
Ole ié in every respect like her father in appearance
and disposition. He has three children living--Mabel,
Kathrine , Florence, and two children dead--Anna and
Carl. The children are not grown up. Mabel is é student
in the Grafton High School.

| Mother's sisters Marit and Carrie died when very young
from measles. Thor also died when very yguﬁg.

Uncle Clarence lives at Deer River Minnesota. His
occupation is that of tailoring. .Uncle Clarence has always
been sickly. He married Emma Dahl of that place. They now
have two childrén—-twd boys. | '

Aunt Olina is still in Norway. She lived at home
with her mother until She died. Sincevthen_she has been
employed at one of the neighboring‘"gaérds".

Martin Locken'is now making his home in Crookston with
Jorgen Locken. He is a barber by trade. In disposition

and appearance he 1is very much like his father.
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Anton Locken 1s also a barber. Slnce he came to
this country, about ten years ago,-he has been home to.
Norway once, He is perhaps not as good natured as my
other uncles are and he 1s of a rather restlesshrov1ng
type. He soon tires of one place and is ever searching
for another. He is jolly and loves to have-a.good time,
He loves to argue--he and uncle Jorgen are-sure to have
an argument when they get together. 1

.Uncle Reider 1s stlll living in Norway. " Since grand-
mother died he has been employed as a farm hand .on the
neighboring farms. He will perhaps come to. Amerlca soon.

As mother is the only one of her _brothers and 51sters
llVlng on a farm, they always come to v1s1t w1th us durlng
the summer months.' My uncles do not care to live and work
in the country, they think -there ls too much toil connected
with sdch a life. Thej'had enouéh of country life.when they
were in Norway. Country llfe there was one of toil. Altho

they do not engoy farm work they do engoy 1mmensely belng

in the country., My cousins thlnk it great fun to be with

‘making hay, carrylng lunoh»to the men in the flelds and

feeding the chlckens.

Mother had thought of comlng to this country when she

was twenty-three years old, but her folks could not bear

-\ to see her go. Two years later'she'hroke away from her

home ties to venture forth alone across the ocean into an



- (13)

.--and %o support such a step to leave a country which she

P -

had, learned té,loVe,'which she had called her home and

"which in memory -has ever remained her home, to leave

parénts, sisters; brothers and friends to come to a new.
world of different language and customs. The first few
months were months of'intense lonesomeness and homesick-
ness, Mother vowed that she would save as much:as she
could of her first earnings and go back to Norway as

soon as possible, But money enough to buy a ticket was.
not made in a short fime, and when money enough had been
made the first few pangs of homesickness were gone; Mother
worked at the home of the parents of Mr. Ide's half sisters
a few miles fromlEldred_when_she first came to America. It
was while here she made father's acqué.intance; he worked
on the neighboring farm. Two years after mother came here
she and father were married. They 1mmed1ately settled on
the farm on which we are now living.

Mother is very small and slight in stature. She is
fair complexed, brown hair and blue yes, Mother is kind
hearted but inclined to be irritable and fidgety due 2
great deal perhaps to nervousness.  Mother is quick and
energetlc-—she is always busy with something --prefer-
ably out of doors. . Carpentry work is what she eSpeclally
enjoys. Mother prefers working in the open air to working
indoors. ©She is very sociable and well liked. She is

forward and aggressive and has a good deal of ablllty, ini=-
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w- ative and originality. '

0f father's parenfage and ancestry very llttle is
¥nown. He came to America when a mere boy of fifteen
or sixteen years, he can thus recall very little of
his relatives. All of father's relatives are very
large. Fathér is'rafhef large but he'tells that by
the side of one of his relatives he seemed a mere
boy. This certain relatlve had hands that were double
thé size of ordinary men's hands, He could carry a
weight which‘no'bther man in the commuﬂity could. It

 was the custom in that part of Norway that brides

should wear crowns,-bﬁt‘tWO‘of father's aunts were SO
tall that they could not ‘pass thru the doorway w1th a
crown on their head._ Like Mother's relatlves, the one
outstanding characterlstlc of father's relatives is
that they are so Very good natured and have a pleasing
personallty. Father's immediate ancestors ‘all live on
farms. ' |

My father's father 1ived on the Dragseth tgaard"
in.Ind¥iken Nordijord Norway--near Bergen. This is the
same "gaard" on which his father had lived. In stature,
grandfathen 1ike the rest of -his relatives, was very
tall and large. Altho™ ﬁe was not unusually quick he

i os thrifty and ambitious amd took a great deal of



Ut interest in his,homg.:lFéther,tells'that grandfather

‘would at times gd a great distance ih.order to be -
present at some érgument or meeting pertaining to
politics or other current moﬁements. In school and |
religion he took average interest- his interest in religion
was one of emotion_rather than activity. Becaﬁse grand—
father was a fairly brilliant man he was wide awake and
took interest in thihgs pertaining to the world at large.
Grandfather's father (Dragéeth) died when grandfather
was very young, It is fhought that he came.from_the
Roaeth "gaard" in Nordfjord. Nothing of his parents
is known, | A_
Grandfather 's mother came from Bodal in Loen. After
her husband.'s death she lived on with grandfather who then
took charge of the fafm. Great grandmothgr‘bragseth.1ived
to be very old-—eightyftwo years., Father teils that she
loved to knit so well at nights when she could not sleep
she would get up and knit in the dark and seldom would she
let a stitch slip._ Nothing of her parents is known.
Grandfather bragseth had. two sisters whb died at
child birth, He had no brothers.
| My father's mother (Lyslo) is still living on the
Dragseth "gaard" in Norway with Uncle Rasmus who tbok

. charge of the farm when grandfather died. Altho grand-
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.~ mother is very old; she is still very active and is able

ro do a great deal of work. She is a persoﬂ of infinite
patience and édod will, During the years papa lived at
. | home he never heérd ﬁis mother utter an.angry word to
the children noe did_hé eyerzhear an angry word pass
Eetween his mothér and father.
Grandmother had'five sisters and one brother--
Mrs Hegdal, Mrs.‘BrulahleroSeth, Mrs Stove, Mrs Eide,
and Nels Lyslo. Tﬁey are al} married énd live on "gaérdS"
in Nordf jord. Mrs Eide (Lyslo)‘is the oldest sister and
lives on Olden. She ﬁad two'children, two girls wh& ére
now in this cduntry,:“One girl married Mons Haugén while
in Norway--they laféf came to America and are now living
at Ortenville,~Sou£hAbgkoté;}
Mrs FroSéth hgé théee children, two, boys and éne girl.
One boy is in this codntry. A1l the sisters are close
‘ . together. 3
Grandmother's father was a farmer living on the
"gaard" Lyslo near Hegdal., He was.rather iarge in stature.
Nothing is known of grandmdfher's ﬁother. |
Father has two brothers, Ole and Rasmus Dragseth
living in Norway and one brother,AMartin, in Oregon.
Rasmus is the oldest brother. He is at présent
ﬂwk;n living on the_ﬁragséth "gaard". It_is»hefwho is taking

care of grandmother now. Uncle Rasmus came to America
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at fhe‘time father did, but refurned a féw years Later,
to ‘take charge of the.farmﬂ While here in America he:
worked on a farm north of Eldred.-.Shortly aftér;returning
to Norway he married. ; He has five children,‘three girls
and two boys, Magdeline, Agnes, Marie, Andy,'George. |
Marie and Agnes are twins. Uncle Rasmus is very inter-
ested in schools, He'is a maﬁ-of:average intelligence.
Before coming fq America he attended a Seminary for two
years., All of his children are well educated, The twins.
are the youngest and are abéut twenty years old.

Uncle Ole is a professor in the High School at
Tonsberg, Norway. He has two children--Magdeline and :
. pApvid. Neither one of them are yet‘twenty years old.:

'~ Uncle Martin came to America shortly after father
did. He also worked on farmSghear Eldred at first. : He-
later worked in Grand Fofks, North Dakota, and went
with some people from there to'Hood River, Oregon, at
which place he purqhased an applehérchard.i Unele
Martin takes a vital interest in all the questions
of the day, He takes a more active interest perhaps
than his brothers. Altho he has not attended school
very much he is now a well educated man as he has been
his own teacher. -Uncle Martin is, very jolly and active.

He is always "up and doing". Uncle Martin married a:German
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'«_women whose acquaintance?he ﬁade while sbe taught school
in hié community.‘ : | |

One of papa's brothers, Andreas, is dead.
This brother had music télent and'Was just making pre-
parations to lééve and:study musié when he sickened and
died. He was then,tweﬁty-one years old.

" As has been stated before, father left his nome
in Norwa& when'a;mere %oy of fiftéen or sixteen., He
felt the alluring call of the new world with its many
promises and was anx1ous to cast his lot with the rest
of our people who have emlgrated to America., Father's
home in Norway was 51tuated on a beautiful hillside with
© a running brook just below the house. On the hillside
is a large stone with a cavity wherein father would seek
shelter whenever & storm would come up while he was
herding the cattle. 'Af sixteen father was full grown
and had the strength of a full grown man., Ever since
he was fifteen he has done a man's work. In stature father
was moderately large and well bullt. He is very dark
complexionedfdark'skinned. His méntal and moral traits
" are those of an avérage man. Father is of a very Quiet,
reserved and reticenf type. Mixing anéﬁtalking freely
w1th his fellow men does not fall naturally for him.

Rather than voice: hls opinions or sentiments 1n a dis-



{19)

'cussion he will keép stiil Father is very good natured
and patlent --there are few things which try his patience,
Altho he is qulet and not given to much talklng he engoys
the company of others. At'the age‘of twenty-father
marrled and 1mmed1ately settled on the farm on whlch Qe
ngw llve. Thru much pluck courage and hard work mother
and father_have been veryusuccessful We now have a beau-
tlful farm home. Thlrteen years ago, father was made
rural mail carrler, which pos1tlon he has held since.

On December 20, 1919 mother and father celebrated
their twenty-flfth weddlng anniversary.
. I have three brothers and three sisters{liv;ng, and
one brother dead. A1l my brothers and sisters except one
sister are younger.than I, ;So far nene'have displayed
any particular talent but heve average mental and moral
traits. My youngest brother, Alfred, died when he was
one year and five months sld, eight years ago. He was a
bright little chap, with curly, golden brown hair; brown
eyes and a smiling face. At the age of'p;ne months he
talked and at the age of ten monthsihe could walk. He
was taken sick when a yeat'old, with yhichvsickness he

lingered until he ‘died.



